THE FLIGHT TO INDIA
how much quicker and more comfortable his choice had been
than theirs.
In those days, Imperial Airways came to an abrupt and anti-
clirnatic end at Karachi, so he was forced to perform the long
journey across India by train.
First, however, there were details to be arranged at Karachi,
where the Aircraft Depot had so kindly consented to erect and
test our aeroplanes, in their usual prompt and efficient way. So
admirable is the organisation at Karachi that the explanations
were short and simple and die chief observer travelled on to
Delhi. Here again the Royal Air Force not only proffered every
assistance but indicated how efficiently that assistance was going
to be given.
After a brief sojourn in the hospitality of New Delhi he
hurried on to Purnea by way of Bhagalpur. The latter town is
easily reached from the main line of rail, but from there onward
to Purnea, the land journey becomes almost an adventure.
The distance is but forty miles in a direct line, but it takes ten
hours or more to get there.
At one phase in the journey, after some travel on narrow-
gauge lines, the voyager finds himself on a smart well holy-
stoned paddle steamer, of uncertain age, on the broad expanse
of Mother Ganges. At night, with feeble lights blinking on the
dim sandbank shores, the voyage seems mysterious and unend-
ing, as the paddle wheels chunk their way up the swirling
current. Soon enough, one is back on the jolting narrow gauge,
making change after change. Our observer motored over the
last twenty miles to Purnea to encounter an hospitable welcome.
There was no need to stay long, for the arrangements asked for
by letter were well under way in the capable hands of Mr. Came,
the Executive Engineer of the Public Works Department. It
took a day or so to inspect the site of the advanced landing-
ground at Forbesganj, to select positions for the canvas hangars
and tube wells, and to discuss arrangements with Mr. Sharma,
the Deputy Commissioner, and Mr. Bion of the police, each
emulating the other in their efforts to help the expedition*